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by ship. Its history was gradually reshaped
due to the disastrous wildfires that eventually
destroyed the logging business in the area.

Once part of Bay and Saginaw counties,
Arenac County was founded in 1883, during
Michigan’s post-Civil War lumber boom. In ad-
dition to lumbering, other early industries in-
cluded shingle mills, farming, commercial fish-
ing and brick and tile manufacturing. Michi-
gan’s first coal mine shaft was dug in Arenac
County, and although it was never productive
because of an inability to remove excess
water, the shaft remains there today.

The Rifle and AuGres Rivers continue to be
favorite canoeing spots and provide ample op-
portunity for local fishermen. Arenac County’s
forests are favorite spots for hunting deer and
small game. These areas, along with about 50
miles of Lake Huron shoreline, fuel the area’s
recreation and tourism economy.

As the residents of Arenac County celebrate
their 125-year history, | am honored to join
them in commemorating this milestone.
Madam Speaker, | ask that you and the entire
U.S. House of Representatives please join me
in honoring Arenac County, Michigan on its
125th anniversary.

HONORING THE 80TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BOY SCOUTS OF
AMERICA TROOP 343

HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 10, 2008

Mr. HENSARLING. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to recognize Boy Scouts of America Troop
343 and their sponsor, First United Methodist
Church of Athens, as they celebrate their 80th
anniversary.

Founded in 1928, Boy Scout Troop 3 began
in Athens, Texas and, later became Troop
343. Over the past 12 months alone, Troop
343 has provided nearly 2,000 hours of com-
munity service on projects such as: collecting
food for the Athens food pantry, picking up
trash, and performing several flag retirement
services and flag ceremonies. In addition, the
Troop has partnered in service projects with
the Henderson County Historical Society, Hen-
derson County Center for the Performing Arts,
and First United Methodist Church of Athens.

This Troop has not only remained devoted
to preserving the ideals of Boy Scouts of
America, they have done so with excellence.
Seventy-four members from this Troop have
achieved the rank of Eagle, Scouting’s highest
honor.

| also want to recognize Tommy Faulk, vol-
unteer and former Boy Scout, for his integral
role in providing a new facility for the Scouts
of Troop 343.

In addition to teaching outdoor skills, Scout-
ing also includes leadership training. Today’s
Boy Scouts are the leaders of tomorrow. Re-
ceiving my Eagle was one of the proudest mo-
ments of my life. The values, ethics, and mo-
rality boys learn through Scouting are critical
not only for themselves, but to this nation as
well.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the Fifth Dis-
trict of Texas, | am honored to recognize
Troop 343 for their longstanding devotion to
service, leadership, and citizenship.
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Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Joe H. Hill, one of my oldest and
dearest friends, a man whose 35 years of
service to the 8th Congressional District of
Tennessee has had a lasting impact on our
area that will be felt for generations to come.
Joe is retiring from Congressional service as
the longest-serving district staff member in
Tennessee history and has begun a new op-
portunity to continue his public service as a
member of the Tennessee Board of Probation
and Parole.

Joe is originally from Henry County, Ten-
nessee, and attended Bethel College in
McKenzie, Tennessee. After that, he served
four years as Project Director for the North-
west Tennessee Development District and, in
1973, came to work on the district staff of my
predecessor, the late Congressman Ed Jones,
Joe worked as a field representative and then
district director for Congressman Jones until
his retirement in 1989. | was fortunate both to
have the honor of succeeding Congressman
Jones in this chamber and to have Joe Hill re-
main on the 8th District staff as District Direc-
tor.

Over the 35 years Joe has served the 8th
District, he worked very closely with an out-
standing district staff that has helped thou-
sands of Tennesseans who reach out for as-
sistance with Social Security, Medicare and
veterans’ benefits. He has played an important
role in the economic development of our area,
working directly with every community in our
district to upgrade the public infrastructure that
rural towns like ours need to improve quality
of life and create jobs.

Joe has also been very active with local and
state politics, having worked with practically
every Democratic candidate in our area over
the past 35 years. | have appreciated his guid-
ance over the years and know that countless
other elected leaders have also depended on
his keen political sense in working with the
public in West and Middle Tennessee. Among
the candidates Joe advised are Vice President
Al Gore and Governors Phil Bredesen and
Ned McWherter.

Joe and | have never worked as employer
and employee but have instead maintained a
working relationship more closely resembling a
partnership and friendship. Betty Ann and |
enjoy the time we get to spend with Joe and
his wife Susan and their children, Adam and
his wife Niketa, Judith and Travis. Fortunately,
Joe is not going too far, and | know our fami-
lies will have many more opportunities to
spend time together in the future.

Madam Speaker, at the end of the day,
there is one main reason we come to serve in
this body: to help the people we represent. It
is with the assistance of such exceptional staff
members as Joe Hill that we are able to
achieve those goals. There are thousands of
West and Middle Tennesseans whose lives
have been touched by Joe’s dedication to im-
proving our area.

| ask you and our colleagues to join me as
| thank Joe for three-and-a-half decades of
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service to the 8th District, express my grati-
tude for his long friendship and congratulate
him as he enters a new phase of his public
service.

———

A PROCLAMATION HONORING
MITCHEL KILDAY FOR WINNING
THE BOYS’ DIVISION I STATE
BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 10, 2008

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Mitchel Kilday showed hard work
and dedication to the sport of basketball; and

Whereas, Mitchel Kilday was a supportive
team player; and

Whereas, Mitchel Kilday always displayed
sportsmanship on and off of the court; now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, that along with his friends, family,
and the residents of the 18th Congressional
District, | congratulate Mitchel Kilday on win-
ning the Boys’ Division | State Basketball
Championship. We recognize the tremendous
hard work and sportsmanship he has dem-
onstrated during the 2007-2008 basketball
season.

HONORING GARRETT HAVENS

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Garrett Clair Havens of
Liberty, Missouri. Garrett is a very special
young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 2418, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Garrett has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Garrett has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Garrett Clair Havens for
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 10, 2008

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Madam
Speaker, on Wednesday, April 9, | was un-
avoidably detained and was unable to be
present for rolicall vote No. 166. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea.”
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